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1. Introduction 

 

1.1 This paper provides the meeting with a review of the deficiencies listed in the MET 

field in the APANPIRG air navigation deficiencies data base, which were last reviewed by the 

APANPIRG/23 meeting in September 2012. There are 11 Asia/Pac States with a total of 20 

deficiencies listed in the MET field in this data base, which can be accessed at the following web 

address: http://www.bangkok.icao.int/. The list of air navigation deficiencies in the MET field 

reviewed by APANPIRG/23 is in Attachment D to the APANPIRG/23 report on agenda item 4. 

 

1.2 The meeting will recall that the resolution of air navigation deficiencies has been 

given the highest priority by APANPIRG. Furthermore, the ICAO Regional Office distributes State 

Letters on an annual basis in order to obtain updates and to urge States to take immediate appropriate 

action to rectify the deficiencies. While progress may have occurred since the last meeting, 

unfortunately, no updates were received in response to the State Letters distributed to Asia/Pac States 

with air navigation deficiencies listed in the MET field in August and September of 2012. 

  

2. Discussion 

 

SIGMET-related 

 

2.1  In relation to the deficiency AP-MET-16, concerning the establishment of a MWO 

and the issuance of SIGMET for DPR Korea, the group is reminded that the CNS/MET SG/16 

meeting agreed to remove the deficiency AP-MET-16 from the list of APANPIRG deficiencies on the 

provision that DPR Korea submits in writing an official report to the Regional Office providing full 

details of the corrective action taken to rectify the deficiency and that the Regional Office validates 

that the action taken in the report satisfactorily rectifies the deficiency. 
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2.2  Indonesia last provided updates in relation to the deficiency AP-MET-06, concerning 

SIGMET for volcanic ash not issued according to the requirements, to the CNS/MET SG/16 meeting 

advising that procedures were under development for the issuance of SIGMET for volcanic ash 

compliant with ICAO provisions. 

 

2.3  Similar deficiencies, AP-MET-07 and AP-MET-08, in the Philippines and Papua 

New Guinea, concerning SIGMET for volcanic ash not issued according to the requirements, still 

require the implementation of corrective action plans. 

 

2.4  In relation to the deficiency AP-MET-12, concerning requirements for issuance and 

dissemination of SIGMET that have not been fully implemented.in Lao PDR, monitoring by RODB 

Bangkok in July and August 2012 indicated that only a very limited number of SIGMET messages 

were issued by Lao PDR – in comparison with neighboring FIRs. 

 

2.5  The deficiency AP-MET-14, concerning requirements for issuance and dissemination 

of SIGMET that have not been fully implemented in Nepal, may be addressed through the provision 

of SIGMET by a donor State – though no update has been obtained regarding the development of a 

bi-lateral agreement on the issuance of SIGMET on the behalf of Nepal. 

 

2.6  Similarly, the deficiencies AP-MET-22, APMET-23 and AP-MET-24 in Papua 

New Guinea, Solomon Islands and Nauru, concerning the lack of SIGMET issued for the Port 

Moresby, Honiara, and Nauru FIRs, could also be corrected in the short term through the appropriate 

development of bi-lateral agreements – noting that it would require donor States. 

 

WAFS forecasts for flight briefings 

 

2.7  The CNS/MET SG/16 meeting noted that authorized registration and utilization of 

WIFS would assist in removing the deficiencies AP-MET-18, AP-MET-19 and AP-MET-20 

concerning briefing and flight documentation not provided as required for Kiribati, Nauru and 

Solomon Islands. 

 

2.8  Similarly, in relation to deficiency AP-MET-09, concerning briefing and flight 

documentation not provided as required and WAFS products not available in Cambodia, authorized 

registration and utilization of Secure SADIS FTP would assist in removing the deficiency. 

  

  Observations 

 

2.9  In relation to the deficiency AP-MET-21, concerning no METAR/SPECI observing 

program in place in Nauru, corrective action was expected to involve donor assistance for an 

observing system. 

 

2.10  Likewise, the deficiency AP-MET-02, concerning METAR from Kiribati not 

available on regular basis, corrective action was expected to involve donor assistance for an observing 

system – as well as the activation of an authorized WIFS account. 

 

2.11  In relation to the Solomon Islands’ deficiency AP-MET-01, concerning weather 

information that was inadequate and not provided on a regular basis, the CNS/MET SG/16 meeting 

was apprised of corrective action that involved the installation of an AWOS at Honiara International 

Airport (through international assistance from New Zealand). Further updates would be required to 

ascertain the status of implementation of the corrective action plan. 
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  Volcanic ash observations and dissemination 

 

2.12  In relation to the deficiency AP-MET-03, concerning information on volcanic 

activity not provided regularly to ATS units and MWOs in Indonesia, the CNS/MET SG/16 meeting 

was apprised of corrective action that has progressed towards removing this deficiency from the 

database. However, some inconsistencies in the volcanic activity reports from the Indonesian system 

with the volcanic ash advisories issued by Darwin VAAC required further investigation and the 

CNS/MET SG/16 meeting agreed to remove the deficiency on the provision that Indonesia submits in 

writing an official report to the Regional Office providing full details of the action taken to rectify the 

deficiency – including satisfactory resolution of the inconsistencies noted between the volcanic 

activity reports and Darwin VAAC advisories – and the Regional Office, in consultation with the 

IAVWOPSG, validates that the action taken in the report satisfactorily rectifies the deficiency. 

 

2.13  No further updates were provided in relation to the deficiencies AP-MET-04 and  

AP-MET-17, concerning information on volcanic activity not provided regularly to ATS units and 

MWOs, in Papua New Guinea and Tonga, which required the development of procedures for the 

exchange of volcanic information and, in particular, Letters of Agreement between the MET Service 

Providers, ATS and volcano monitoring authorities. 

 

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 

 

3.1  The meeting is invited to: 

 

a) review the information in this paper; and 

 

b) provide any updates available relevant to the air navigation deficiencies in the 

MET field listed in the APANPIRG database. 
 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 


